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Onceduring aperiod of weekend piloting, through a
mishap of navigation, | flew alight planeinto the cloudsover
somehilly terrain and got lost. The planewaswithout blind-
flyingingrumentsand | waswithout trainingin blind flying,
and therefore, inamoment-to-moment peril of afatal
tailspin. | tried to climb out of the cloudbank, but couldn’t
makeit; it wastoo high. Totry and get under it may wind
meupinapileof burningjunk onahillsde, orina
powerline. Whether | went up, or down, or stayed wherel
was, my lifewasin great danger. | wasclammy, swesty,
scared.

Though not at that timereligioudy inclined, | prayed.
Then| put the nosetoward theground and heldit ona
steep glide, peering ahead into the murk. Presently, | saw a
farmhouseimmediately ahead. | hddawingonit, circling,
and saw asmall pasture whereacrash landing could be
made. Glidinginfor thelanding, scarcely tenfeet off the
ground, | could seeunder the cloud structure. The
farmhousewashigh on ahillsde; below wasclear air over a
longvalley, | flew on. Inaquarter of an hour | wassafely
landed at my destination airport, limp with gratitude and
wonder. A power greater than myself had, in responseto my
prayer, restored meto safety! Thishappened sevenyears
beforel cameintoAA.

| did not hang ontothisspiritual insight. After aday
or two of awed reflection | forgot it, resumed my usua ways
and usud drinking, which wasprogressing toward aclimax.
Sevenyearslater, againfoggedin, with al coursesof action
blocked in alcoholicimpasse, | met some peoplewho had
“cometo believethat aPower greater than ourselvescould
restoreusto sanity.” Remembering then my deliverance
fromthecloud-shrouded hills, it waseasier than it might
otherwise have beento believe asthey did.

Butinaworld such asours, thisbelief hasnever
been easy to come by, or to hold onto. Whenever you try to
say how you felt about acertaintopic at agiventimein your
life, you haveto takeinto account your moods. At various

times, indifferent statesof mind, my attitudestoward the
issuesraised in Step Two haveranged dl theway from no,
through maybe, to an ecstatic yes.

Atthispoint it would not be out of placeif
somebody asked. “Who are you, and who cares about your
attitudes?’ Sol identify myself: I’ m an anonymous hanger-
oninaworldwidebattlefor daily sobriety. I'm conductinga
kind of one-man durability test, now initsfourteenth year,
ontheTwelve Steps. Seven yearsago | made some notes
caled“Twelve Stepsand the Older Member;” discussing
the changing, growing meaning of the Stepsastheyears
went by. Now another seven yearshave passed; timefor
another check. Theseareonly comments| writewith no
authority, and with an awarenessthat my pretensionscould
dissolveinto atincture most any day. Still, the project seems
worthwhile. Somebody elsemay get to thinking, and set the
group wisdom to working on mattersthat will concernusal
more and more astimegoeson.

In everyday language, what we' reup againstin Step
Twoisthismatter of whether thereredly isaninvisible
Higher Power whoiswillingto help atroubled personif
asked. In awork-a-day world that takes no such power
intoitspractica cal culations, can aperson reasonably
“cometo believe’ suchathing? Thisissuerankshigh among
thosethat really sumpAA candidatesand AAs, oldand
young. It hasbeen, at times, avery hard onefor me.

Oddly enough, themoredesperate| am, theeasier
itisfor meto believeit. Inthebeginning, | waslikeaman
pursued to the brink aswimming pool by apack of wolves-
whichincidentally, can’t swim. “Jumpin,” my friendssaid,
“and paddle around in safety until thewolvesgo away.”

“No,” | said, “the pool isempty, I’ ll only break my
head.”

“No,” they said, “thewater’sso clear you can’t see
it, but it' sthere; jump!”

S0, not knowing, | jumped and found they were

right; thewater wasthere, sustaining, healing, protecting.
Please turn to Page 4 - Step 2
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Statement of Purpose

The New Hampshire Area
Pipelinewill bethe voice of
Alcoholics Anonymouswithin
Area43. Itseditorsand staff
will beprimarily accountable
to New Hampshire A. A. Area
43 asawhole. Within the
bounds of friendlinessand
good taste, the Pipelinewill
enjoy perfect freedom of
speech on all mattersdirectly
pertaining to Alcoholics
Anonymouswithin Area 43.
Likethe A.A. movement it
mirrors, the primary purpose
of the New Hampshire
Pipelinewill betotrytocarry
the A.A. messageto alcoholics
and practicethe A A.
principlesinall itsaffairs.
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NH Area Assembly
Service Office
1330 Hooksett Road
Hooksett, NH 03106

Phone (603)622-6967
Fax #: (603)624-9507

E-Mail:
office@nhaa.mv.com

Office Hours:
Mon. - Fri. - 10AM to 4PM
Saturdays - 10AM to 2PM
Website: www.nhaa.net

Group Information
District New Groups
9 Derry Saturday 7:00PM 8:30 PM 664836 BX

BigBook Step Study, Friendship Center, 45 E. Broadway Group

13 Nashua Wednesday  5:00 PM 6:00 PM 686018 HD
Toolsfor Sobriety, So NH Med Center - West Campus, 29 Northwest Blvd.

19 Winchester  Tueday 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 686017 XD
Winchester Twelve Steppers, United Church of Winchester, Main Street

Meeting Changes
9 Derry Tueday 7:00 PM 8:00 PM 681525 XBDH
12 Step Basics, 1<t Parish Congregationa Church, 47 East Derry Rd .

Group Name Change from Back to Basics.

Type change: B and H added

9 Hampstead  Saturday 7:00PM 8:30PM 122151 HSD
Hampstead Sat Nite Orig., St CristophersEastRd.  Added D to type

Disbanded Meetings
8 Penacook  Thursday 7:30PM 8:45PM 147969 HSD DDIS

BrownHouse Behind Senior Center

Love & Tolerance — the Path to Unity

43rd Annual Area 43 NH AA Convention set for Aprﬂ

Loveand Tolerance—The Path to Unity isthethemefor the 43¢ Annual Area43 New
HampshireAA Convention, whichwill beheldtheApril 3,4 and 5, 2009 at the Marriott

Courtyardin Nashua.

Regigrationis$22 in advance or $25 for walk-in, and includesall speakers, meetings,
coffeeand thedance. Thereareadditional costsfor mealsand thelce Cream Social is$3.
Registrations postmarked by February 1, 2009 will beentered into arafflefor aset of the

weekend CDs.

Thisyear’sconvention will feature speaker talks, discussion sessions, workshops, Al-
Anon participation, Hospitality, aFriday night I ce Cream Socia and a Saturday night dancewith

aband.
Scheduled speakersare:

e Friday, 7:30 p.m.- VaerieO' N, New York, NY
e Saturday, 10:30am.- Bob (AFG) and CamilleR (AA, Louisville, KY
e Saturday, 8 p.m. - Harold G, Annapolis, MD

e Sunday, 9:45am.—JoL.—Eliot, ME

For moreinformation contact: Chair: DanidlleF. (603) 673-6902; Regidtration: Michelle
O. (603) 483-8971; Program: Susan CP (603) 767-8200.

| We need your help!

I We need at least one hundred group subscriptions
| to make our minimum for bulk mailing, and we've
| been short. If just one more group in each district
| ordered, we'd be all set! Already subscribe? How
| about donating a subscription to a treatment
center, halfway house, or correctional facility in your
community? Your support is greatly appreciated!

Group Number:
Group Name:
Send to:

Address:
Town/State/Zip:

Send $6 for each group subscription (10 copies/mo annually) or
$3.50 for each individual subcription (2 copies) to NHAA, 1330
Hooksett Rd., Hooksett, NH 03106. Thank you for your support! N

I
I
If for group, please use your GSR for the addressee :
I
I
I



December Donations

COVERED BRIDGE GROUP
BEDFORD AFTERHOURS
HOWTO 12 & 12
LIVELAUGH LOVE GROUP
FRI NOON ACCEPTANCE
MTWASH. BB STEPSTUDY
COMEASYOUARE

DERRY ORIGINAL GROUP
NOFRILLS

ANNIVERSARY GROUP
MORNING REFLECTIONS
TWO HAT GROUP

SIMPLY GRATEFUL
EXETERBIGBOOK
EXETERSERENITY
GRATITUDE GROUP
SATURDAY NITEORIGINAL
TUESDAY BEGINNERS GRP
WEDNESDAY BIG BOOK GRP
WORKING THE STEPS
KEEPCOMING BACK
ONEDAYATATIME
BIGBOOK STEPSTUDY
CHESHIRE GROUP

FRIDAY NIGHT GROUP

WHAT’ SGOOD ABOUT TODAY

ASBILL SEESIT

ORDINARY WHOOPEE PARTY

WED NIGHT STEPMTG

OUT TOLUNCH BUNCH
FIRST LIGHT OF DAY
KEEPIT SIMPLE

OVER50 GROUP

QUEEN CITY GROUP
SUNDAY SERENITY
THEREISA SOLUTION
INTERLAKESBEGINNERS
SUNDAY MORNING GROUP
MERRIMACK STEP

NEW HORIZONS GROUP
SOUHEGAN SUNRISE
WOMEN IN SOBRIETY
EARLY BIRD GROUP
NOONTIME SOBRIETY

R4D MEN’SMEETING
SONASHUA TODAY GROUP
40 PLUS GROUP

MON NIGHT BIG BOOK

Thank You!

ASHLAND
BEDFORD
BEDFORD
COLEBROOK
CONCORD
CONWAY

CTR CONWAY
DERRY

DERRY

DOVER
DOVER
DUBLIN
EPSOM
EXETER
EXETER
FARMINGTON
HAMPSTEAD
HAMPTON
HAMPTON
HAMPTON
HENNIKER
HOPKINTON
KEENE
KEENE
KEENE
KITTERY
LACONIA
LEBANON
LEBANON
LITTLETON
MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER
MANCHESTER
MEREDITH
MEREDITH
MERRIMACK
MILFORD
MILFORD

N. HAMPTON
NASHUA
NASHUA
NASHUA
NASHUA
NEWCASTLE
NORTH CONWAY

EARLY MORN. BB PETERBOROUGH
ATTITUDEADJUSTMENT PLYMOUTH
COVERED BRIDGEGROUP  PLYMOUTH

12& 12BYOB PORTSMOUTH
EY EOPENER GROUP PORTSMOUTH
SUN MORNING DAYBREAK PORTSMOUTH
GOOD MORN. PORTS. PORTSMOUTH
3-7-11 STEPGROUP RYE

SALEM SAT MORNINGAA  SALEM

BOW LAKE GROUP STRAFFORD
SISTEROF SOBRIETY STRATFORD

12 STEPGROUP SUNAPEE
LIVING SOBER GROUP WARREN
COFFEE & DOUGHNUTS WOLFEBORO
NOONTIME GROUP WOLFEBOROFALLS

Rule 62

Heard at meetings...
..If itweren't for the shakes, | wouldn’t have gotten any
exerciseatal.

..Sarvicework inAA islikewatching afootball game:
20,000 spectators- who might benefit fromalittle
exercise- arewatching 22 playersbadly in need of a
rest.

...Whenit comesto gratitude, my mindisliketeflon.
Whenit comesto resentments, my mindislikeflypaper.
Meetings help mereversethat phenomenon.

You know you’rean alcoholicwhen ...
...Youwrap your car around atreeand blameitona
landscaping error.

Definition of an Alcohalic...
..Someonewho refusesto giveup alifeof faillure
without afight.

Step,Tradition & Concept of the Month

Sep Two - Cameto believethat apower greater than
ourselves could restore usto sanity.

Tradition Two - For our group purposethereishbut one
ultimateauthority —aloving God asHemay express
Himself in our group conscience.

Concept Two- The General Service Conferenceof A.A.
hasbecome, for nearly every practical purpose, theactive
voiceand the effective conscience of our whole Society in
itsworld affairs.



Greetings from your Service Office

If your group iscons dering opening achecking
account, youwill want to obtainaTIN for your group,
rather thantying it to agroup member’ssocia security
number. You can register your group asanon-profit entity,
and should not be charged any bank feesfor your account.

Thereisaform that must befilled out by someone
fromyour group. You may either download Form SS-4
fromthelnterna Revenuewebsteat http://www.irs.gov/
pub/irs-fill/fssA.pdf, or cal the|RSdirectly to request the
format 1-877-829-5500. Onceyou havefilled out the
appropriate sections of theform (seepage 2 for
instructions, Opened abank account), haveyour group
treasurer call the RS at 1-877-829-5500. Giventhe
information onyour completed form, they should thenbe
abletoassignyour groupaTIN right over the phone.

In office news, wearein the processof putting
together anew statewide meetinglist. Asaways, we

Step 2

appreciate any information you can passonto usabout the
groupsyou frequent. We can'’t take on this project without
YOUR help!
Thismonth we haveincluded aGroup Change Formwith
your Pipeline. Many groups change GSRsthistime of year.
Please usetheform and whoever fillsout theform should
indicate whether or not to use his/her nameinthe GSO
Eastern Directory. Forward your completed formto your
Registrar if possibleor directly totheNHAA Service Office.
Thank you to our ongoing volunteersand especialy

to our new volunteer BonnieM.

Ingrateful service,

Ingridand Mary Anne

ALCOHOLICS - A Life Centered on Helping
Others Live in Complete Sobriety.
ANONYMOUS - Actions Not Our Names Yield
Maintenance of Unity and Service.

Continued from Page 1

Thedifficulty of belief comes, in my own case, after
desperation has passed. Self-reliance, which | had always
been taught wasavirtue, againtakesover. Almost beforel
know it, | have comeagain to believethat changing activity
involving myself and other salf-reliant personscan
accomplish about everything necessary —if only they’ll do as
| wish. But of coursethey don’t, and I’ m once moreinthe
cycleof frustration, resentment, anger and anew
desperation —stopping short, so far, thanksto God and to
AA, of theold-timedefiant binge.

This, of course, isnot sanity, and | haveto go back
to Step Two again to berestored, | wanted aserene,
unruffled sobriety, but thishas not been granted; even my
sobriety hasbeen stormy, | have often been impatient that
the Higher Power who restoresmy sanity, doesnot keep it
restored, that the belief shining so clear and bright on
Wednesday morningisoftenfogged in doubt by Thursday
night, Thishasgivenmeahardtime, amf I’ll tell you how,
after fourteenyearsof workingat it, | have, for thetime
being, puzzledit out:

Moodsare emotions, they comeand go, swing high,
swing low, hit joy and depression. If God had given usonly
moodswe' d be at their mercy, but He gave us something
ese—intdligence. IntdligencetelIsusthat if athingistrueit
stays put, regardless of our mood. Two and two equalsfour
for the happy mathematician and for the said one, and right
hereiswherel am rescued. Twenty-oneyearsago aHigh

Power saved mefrom someaeronautical difficulty onurgent
request. Fourteen years ago, the same Power gave me
sanity through an a coholic haze, after al the sanity-
producing authorities of science had been invoked and
faled.

Sevenyearsago | wasabletowrite, “Heisas
awesome and as new, as spontaneous and as undiscovered,
asfriendly and aspotent today.” In all theintervening years
| have watched the same Power restoring othersto sanity,
Thishasprovided my intelligence with ample causeto
believe, with an enduring certainty and regardlessof the
day’smood, that apower greater than ourselvescan
restore usto sanity.

It leavesopen, of course, the pressing question,
“Why don’'t | stay restored?’ This, | think, isbusinessfor
other Steps. | am onewho holdsthe Steps should betaken
oneat atime. Step Two asksonly the acceptance of a
smple, world-shaking proposition that apower greater than
ourselves can restore usto sanity, When that propositionis
accepted asaworking belief, the Stepistaken. Intellectual
certainty, based on accumulated evidence, can buttressthe
belief againgt the ondaught of shifting moods. For mysdlf,
come up or comedown, the years have brought no reason
to recant. A Power greater than myself can restoremeto
sanity any time hewantsto, there'sabsolutely no question
about it.
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